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INTRODUCTION. 


TH ESE Copies of Letters are intended 
to impreſs on the minds of friends, the 
real occaſion for a juſt Cra liberty of 
conſcience becoming eſtabliſhed, by a written 
yearly meeting minute, relative that part 
of friends teſtimony which hath not any 
foundation, in either precept or practice, 
among the ſacred —_— of the inſpired doc- 
trines of our Saviour or his apoſtles. I Hape 
Friends will not be ſo preſumptuous as to ſet 
up for infallibillity ; and if either from cir- 
cumſtances which do not now = or from 
illiterature, or inattention, or other cauſe, 
any error hath been introduced by predeceſ- 
ſor, in the laſt, and early part of this cen- 
tury ; ſurely every honeſt, fincere, well— 
minded Chriſtian man and woman ought now 
to wiſh for, and be willing to aſſiſt in pro- 
moting juſt reformation, with truth. and 
ſincerity !---1f hath long very evidently ap- 
peared to my * underſtanding and 
judgment, founded on the divine records of 
the holy ſcriptures, that it is very unrea- 
ſonable and unjuſt, that the Youth of the 
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Society, fo born and educated, fhouid be re- 
quired, nolence volence, {without aſting 
or conſulting their conſcientious judgment, 
and as the condition of memberſhip, ulti- 
mately} to do acts of injuſtice, in refuſing 
payment of tithes to the lawful proprietor, 
and thereby become liable to be proſecuted by 
the juſt laws of their country, enacted long 
before the ſociety exiſted; and this in order 
to uphold and maintain an unjuſt, unchriſ- 
tian, unſcriptural Teſtimony, which hath 
not, nor ever had, any FOUNDATION in the 
holy ſcriptures, of old, or new teftament,. 
nor in reaſon, or juſtice, r common 
ſenſe, nor in the practice of ay other Chriſ= 
. Han People !——The author bath therefore, 
in much ſincerity and humility, really 
. Judged it to be his juſt, reaſonable, Chriſtian 
duty, to uſe rational endeavours, to emanci- 
| pate his own ſons and daughters, and the 
. youths of rhe ſociety in general, from ſo very 
| unrighteous yoke, as is, what is very impro- 
perl call'd your Chriſtian Teſtimony, but 
in fact, is really Antichriſtian. 
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COPIES, Oe. 


THomMas CROwIREV's EPISTLE fo the 
People called QUAKERS. 


Deſring it may be Read honeſtly and openly 
in their Meeting for Sufferings. 


HE Apoſtle Paul's diſcipline much 
better than the Quakers ; ſee 11t Cor. 

5th chap. Let us keep the holy day, not 
with the old leaven, neither with the leaven 
of malice and wickedneſs ; but with the un- 
leavened bread of /incerity and truth : keep 
not company with fornicators, nor the co- 
vetous, nor extortioners, nor idolaters : if 
any man who is called a brother be a forni- 
cator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a 
drunkard, or a railer, or Reviler, or extor- 
tioner, keep not company with ſuch a one, 
ro not to eat; them who are without (or 
58 expelled) 
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| expelled) God judgeth; therefore put away: 
from among you that wicked perſon.” —- 
Such like diſcipline ſo intended as a juft 
check to correct ſuch vices and — 
roper alſo in all caſes of groſs ſuperſtition / 
a e e ry u argh vs Ka — by 
the ſociety of Quakers, to induce acts of 
injuſtice towards poor clergymen, eſtabliſh-- 
ed miniſters of the goſpel, and that at the ex- 
pence of /incerity, peace and wellfare ; and 
alſo eventually in contempt of the juſt laws 
of the legiſlature, enacted long before the. 
ſociety commenced, and often ſince con- 
firmed by King, Lords, and Repreſenta- 
tives of all the eommon real proprietors. of 
the lands and eſtates all over the kingdom, | 
who, as by their own act, gave and grant- ? 
ed, in perpetuity (unleſs ſhould be by the ; 
ſame repealed) the tenth or tithe, as the ' 
means of food and raiment for miniſters of 
Abe he and their families; allo reſpect- 
ing church rates, militia and trophy taxes. 
And the author of this diſſertation having, | 
' From his youth up to this time, been of the 
Conſcientious judgment, that the ſociety have 
certainly erred in judgment, as differing 
In ſuch points of doctrine and diſcipline from 
what is plainly left on record in the holy. 
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FJ eriptures, as the doctrine and diſcipline of 
our Saviour and his divinely qualified apo/t/e 


Paul, 


—— 


1 
Paul, as alſo others, both prophets and 


apoſtles ; ſee 23d chap. Matthew, 23d ver. 


11th chap. Luke, 42d ver. 13th Romans, 
ver. 1 to 7; ditto, 1oth chap. ver. 1 to 33 
Titus, * chap. ver. 1 to 3; iſt Peter, 2d 
chap. ver. 13 to 17; 7th chap. Hebrews, 
ver. 1 to 7; 32d chap. Iſaiah, ver. 5 to 8, 
&c.—— And further, there is no kind of 


prohibition in the holy ſcriptures in reſpect 


of paying tithes; on the contrary, the 
” Paul aſſerts, 'Tis ſo ordained of 
the Lord, that he who preacheth the goſpel 
ſhould live by the golpel, or have there- 
from the means of procuring food and rai- 
ment, which tithes really are; and the re- 
fuſing tocomplywith thelaws of the ſupreme 
legiſlature relative, appears evidently a ſpe- 
cies of madneſs, for which many may have 
probably found the apoſtle Paul's clear ex- 
plicit doctrine unhappily verzfed, viz. 
« He who reſiſteth, receiveth. to himſelf 
damnation ; ſee 14th chap. Romans, ver. 
I to 7, and no wonder: is it not as great a. 
crime to defraud poor clergymen (of whom. 
there are upwards of 6000 in the nation) 
of ſuch. their parliamentary rightful pro- 
perty, laid on the lands and houſes, and 
their produce and contents thereof? there- 
fore for a Quaker to voluntary take po 70 

e 


ion, and after to refuſe to comply with t 


terms 
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terms which were before legally annexed 
and which he previouſly knew, appears to 
be inſincere, wicked, fraudulent and fooliſh. 
For which juſt reaſon I have conſtantly, 
ever ſince commenced houſe-keeping (now 
45 years ſince) freely, voluntarily and 
punctually paid, for which have been 
cruelly treated, cenſured and diſowned by 
the 7nſane Quakers, who expelled or ex- 
communicated me, (A. D. 1774) without 
hearing me out in my defence, but broke 
up their yearly meeting in an indecent con- 
fuſion, while on my legs, pleading for li- 
berty of conſcience, ſo that juſtice yet re- 
mains to be adminiſtered ; ſo to ſuffer your 
ſins to go before-hand to judgment, elſe 


- your caſe muſt be dreadful hereafter, for 


without repentance there is no remiſſion. 
So doth it evidently appear high time to 
commence a juſt Chrittian reformation. 
Honeſty, juſtice, mercy, humility and ſenti- 
mental charity, loving one another, and 
allowing one another /:berty of conſcience to 
exerciſe the talent or talents given for im- 
provement (in lien of bowing down to 
human traditions and combinations, or rules. 
not founded in the holy ſcriptures } are cer- 
tainly general duties. But very unhappily 
the preſent mode of miſapplying the diſci- 
pline ſo wiſely eſtabliſhed by the divine 

| epaſtle 


—— 
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apoſtle Paul, doth effectually entail an 
unhappy tendency to wound or deſtroy the 
univerſal duty of fncerity, and to diſcourage 
the before-mentioned certain general duties, 
which are e/ential to well being, both here 
and hereafter. So will it be for the real 
and durable true intereſt of the ſociety and 
poſterity, to ſolemnly re-confider the ſaid 
very unhappy and dangerous miſapplications * 
of the diſcipline 3 and alſo the uneſſential 
articles contained in the laſt, or fifteenth 
. of Barclays apology, which by 

is own very ſenſible obſervations, are not 
general duties, however ſome particulars in 
| that age, might think themſelves called to 
bear teſtimony | thereto. The occaſion ap- 
pears to be removed reſpecting ſome prin- 
cipal articles, and are not founded on any 
! precept in the go/þe/, or holy ſcriptures ; for 
a * juſt reaſon every one ought to be 
allowed the liberty to judge for himſelf 
'* without _— elſe how can the univer=- 

ſal duty of love and charity abound among 
vou. | 
Tis aſſuredly the unalienable right of 
every true Chriſtian to exercife his iferty of 
_ conſcience in the honeſt endeavours to in- 
prove the talent or talents given by the divine 
Aut bor of his being for ſuch purpoſe, and 
not to be buried in ialeneſt and g 
An 
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And having thus premiſed, I do very ſin- 
cerely and devoutly wiſh that ſome honeſt - 
member of the meeting for ſufferings (if 
ſuch there are) will read this epiſtle openly 
and honeſtly in that meeting, inſtituted | 
and appointed to give relief from ſufferings, 
whereof the author hereof appears the _ 
greateſt object in the whole ſociety, in } 
EK been expelled for acting conſcien- 
tiouſly, and writing and ſpeaking truths, 4 
quite neceſſary to promote a good reforma- 
tion; and if the meeting ſhould happily 
come to a very neceſſary determination, and 
accordingly enter on their book of record, a 
choſen Rable committee, to draw up a 
fuitable memorial, to be laid before the next 
enſuing yeariy-meeting, well adapted to 
promote a juſt Chriſtian /iberty of conſcience 
in the ſociety, eſpecially as it relates ta 
obeying the laws of the Britiſh legiſlature, 
in pecuniary concerns, or matters of pro- 
perty, as tithes, &c. it will probably 
prove a my happy means of commencing 
a happy reformation, ſo very neceſſary to 
ſalvation, and to the proſperity and Well 
fare of the ſociety. 
5 A rational Chriſtian, 
by THomas CROWLEY, 


P. FS. See iſt Samuel, 8th chap. 1 to 3 
: | ver, 


1 


1 

wer. ** And it came to paſs when Samuel 
was old, that he made his ſons judges over 
Jrael; and his ſons walked not in his 
ways, but turned aſide after /ucre, and 
perverted judgment.” Ditto, 12th chap. 
zd ver. Whom have I q or op- 
preſſed, or of whoſe hand have I received 
any bribe to blind mine eyes therewith, and 
I will reftore.” And ſee Pſalm 26th, th 
ver. Gather not my ſoul with ſinners, 
in whoſe hand is miſchief, and their right- 
hand full of bribes.” Ver. 11, “ But as 
for me, I will walk in mine integrity; re- 
deem me, oh Lord, and be merciful to 
me.” Iſaiah, 43d chap. ver. 15 to 16, 
He that walketh righteouſly and ſpeaketh 


uprighily, he that deſpiſeth the gain of op- 
preſſions, and ſhaketh his hands from 


olding bribes, and ſhutteth his eyes from 


evil.“ Ver. 16, He ſhall dwell on 
High ! his place of defence ſhall be the 


munitions of rocks ! bread ſhall be given 
him, and his waters ſhall not fail.” Amos, 
5th chap. ver 12, I know your manifold 


tranſgreſſions and fins, they afflict the juſt, 
&c. therefore is it an evil time,” Job, 


1 zn chap. ver. 34, The congregation 


of hypocrites ſhall be deſolate, and fire ſhall 


conſume the tabernacles of bribery.” Acts, 


i7th chap, ver, 22, © I perceive that — 


WE 
all things you are too ſuperſtitious.” 25th 
chap. ver. 19, * Againſt whom they 
brought none accuſation of ſuch things, as 
was ſuppoſed, but certain queſtions of 
their own ſuperſtition.” 17th chap. ver. 
| 39, © The times of ignorance God winked 


at; but now commandeth all men every 


where to repent. {of vice and ſuperſtition. 


To Iſaac Sharpleſs and John Townſend, ro- 
gether with their miſled Diſciples, the 
Ruling Elders of the Monthly Meeting of 
Devonſhire- Houſe. 


AS juſtice is an igſinite and immutable 
attribute of the Almighty, and is 
alſo a principal, leading, general _ of 
the true Chriſtian, being conſcious of in- 
nocence : I do aſſuredly believe that I have 
a very juſt claim of recom empenc from Iſaac 4 
 S8harpleſs, and his m Yd ;ſciples, the K b 
| elders of the monthly- meeting of Devon- 
ſhire-houſe, for the 1 gov unmerci- 
Jul, perſecuting action, of expelling me 
from the ſociety wherein I was born and e- 
ducated; becauſe of my acting conſcrentiouſ- 
H, in paying Tithes, eftabliſhed by parlia- 
mentary laws, before the ſociety com- 
| menced 
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menced, and often ſince confirmed by 
kings, lords and commons, or repreſenta- 
tives of all the proptietors of lands, &c. who 
voluntarily gave and granted, in perpetuity, 
a tenth or tithe, for the means of food and: 
raiment for the preachers of the goſpel, or 
reformed proteſtant religion ; and which 1s 
alſo quite conſonant” to the doctrine of our 


Saviour, and his divinely qualified apoſtle 


Paul; (fee 23d chap. Matthew, 23d ver. 


11th chap. Luke, 42d ver. 1ſt Cor. gth 


chap. 14th ver.) and it certainly 1s your 
duty, as Chriſtians, to make recompence, 
for without repentance there is no ous. 
in his fight, who knows the ſecrets of all 
hearts, who are lovers of truth, and who 
are lovers of human applauſe and own 
power and profits. Be not deceived, God 
will not be mock'd with impunity ; ſuch 
as ye ſow, ſuch muſt ye reap; they who 
are wr!l-worſhipers and men-pleaſers, in 
matters of faith and conſonant practice, may 
look to men for reward ; but 'twould be 
deluſion to expect, in ſuch caſe, heavenly 
reward, for bowing down to human tradi- 
tons and rules, not founded in the holy 
ſcriptures ; therefore ye will have your re- 
ward, ſuch as it is, or will be: but how 
happy it would be if the pretended ſervants 
of the living God would be ſingle-eyed, 
Cz B looking 


141 
looking to God for direction, and honeſtly 
complying with divine intuition, ſo be- 
coming heirs of eternal life and bliſs, in 
lieu of bowing down to, and influencing 
others to bow down to, ſuch unſcriptural 
Rules of Faith and Practice, unhappily in- 
ſtituted by the Society of Quakers, A. D. 
1706 and 1733, and which are contrary 
to the cocirine of our Saviour and his 
apoſtles, as before recited and referred to; 
for ſuch unchriſtian compliance, you may 
look to the ſame ſociety for temporary ho- 
nours or rewards ; but 'twould be incon- 
ſiſtent and abſurd to expect to derive di- 
vine or heavenly rewards, for ſo ſerving 
other maſters, and not the Almighty Fa- 
ther of Spirits. It is the immutable na- 
ture or property of juſtice to reward the 
good, and to puniſh the bad; and happy 


are they whoſe ſins go before hand to 
judgment. 


Fi 


l 
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A rational Chriſtian, 
Walworth, 


od May, 1781 THOMAS CROWLEY. 


Ro es cc „ 


P. S. The builders of the tower of Ba- 
bel, in the outward diſpenſation, were ſu- 
perſtitious, probably through the falſe fre 
of enthufiaſm, the parent of Superſtition, - 
Bigotry and Perſecution. Be not deceived 
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1 
any longer, but be aſſured the docfFrine of 
refuſing to pay Tithes, lawfully aſſeſſed and 
demanded, hath no better Foundation; 
and as it pleaſed God, in the courſe of his 
divine Providence, in that outward diſpen- 
ſation, to obſtruct their vain and preſump- 
tious attempt, by confounding their lan- 
guage ; ſo in this ſpiritual diſpenſation, 
can he as eaſily confound the builders and 
upholders of ſuperſtition in the churches, 
Wherefore I do earneſtly exhort that ye 
turn from the error of your ways, and ſeek 
the Lord while he may be found, and call 
upon him while he is near {for he will not 
always ſtrive with man to inſtruct you and 
direct in the paths of dom and righteouſe 
neſs, equity, juſtice, and mercy ; ſo may our 
Zion again ariſe and ſhine, putting on the 


beautiful garments of Sincerity and Truth. 
So ſaith and wiſheth, | 


Idem, 1 


QUOTATIONS, tranſcribed by T. C. 
Zachariah, 7th chap. 8th to 14th ver. 


A A D the word of the Lord came to 
* Zachariah, ſaying, thus ſpeaketh 
* the Lord of Hoſts, ſaying, execute true 
judgment, and ſhew mercy and compaſ- 


1 26 ] 


« fion, every man to his brother; and Tet 


none of you imagine evil againſt 47s bro- 


*« ther in your heart; but they refuſed to 
« Harten, and ſtopped their cars that they 

** ſhould not hear; yea they made — 
hearts hard as an adamant - odio leſs they 
« ſhould hear the la, and the words which 
« the Lord of Hoſts hath ſent in his ſpirit, by 
former prophets : therefore came a great 
„ wrath from the Lord of Hoſts. There- 
* fore ĩt is — that ashecried, and 
*« they would not hear, ſo they cried, and 
« J would not hear, faith the Lord of 
« Hoſts: but I ſcatterrd them as with a 
* whirlwind among nations whom they 
% know not. Chap. 13th, ver. 4, and 


* 


following: * An it ſhall come to _- 


in that day that the (F) prophets 
© be aſbamed every pne of his viſion, w 
he hath prophęſied; (orpreached) neither 
ſhall they wear a rough garment to de- 
ce cerve ; but he ſhall ſay I am no prophet, 
Jam a huſband-man. And one ſhall 
« ſay, what are theſe wounds in thine 
c hands? Then he ſhall anſwer, thoſe 
* with which I was wounded in the houſe 
« of my ſriends. Awake, O ſword, againſt 
«« my ſhepherd, and the ſheep ſhall be 
«© fcattered, and I will turn mine hand 
© upon the little ones. And it ſhall come 
cc to, 


2 


1 
'* to paſs, ſaith the Lord, that two parts 
* ſhall be cut off and die; but the third 
* ſhall be leſt : and I will bring the third 
* part through the fire, and will refine 
them as ſilver is refined, and will try 
them as gold is tried; they ſhall call on 
my name, and I will hear them; I will 

(„ fay it is my people, and they ſhall fay 

73 © the Lord is my God.” 

1 N. B. Further, I do hereby, ſolemnly 
challenge every man in the ſociety to re- 
concile the doctrine of the Quakers, and the 

. doctrine of our Saviour and his apoſtles, re- 
lative Tithes; and I have always been of 
the judgment that the Holy Scriptures 
ought, in juſtice and reaſon, to have the 
preference to ſociety rules, not founded in 
the ſaid inſpired writings. 

| 34 May, 1781, at Idem, ” C. 


g 9'clock morning, 


* * * . _—_ 


Correct QuoTAT1oNs from the Holy 
Scriptures, given by Inſpiration, to make 
us Wiſe unto Salvation,----Tranſeribed4 
gr} May, 1781. 


Isaian, 32 chap. 8th ver. 


” HE liberal deviſeth liberal things, 
4 and by liberal things he ſhall 
| B 3 “ ſtand.” 


ore 


© 
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| * ſtand.” —Then 23d chap. Matthew, 2 3d 
| ver. © Woe unto you ſcribes, phariſces, 
= hypocrites, (applicable alſo in this day, 
in meaſure or apart, to clerks and ruling 
| elders among Quakers) for ye pay tithe of 
* mint, aniſe and cummin, and have 
omitted the werghtier matters of the law, 
judgment, mercy and faith: theſe ought 
| © ye to have done, and not to leave the 
* other undone.” {or Tithes unpaid} Ver. 
i 28th, Even ſo ye alſo appear outward- 
1 1 unto men, but within ye 
are full of þypocri/y.” --Then ſee 11th 
| chap. Luke, 42d ver. But woe unto you 
| * phariſees, for ye tithe, mint and rue, and *' 
all manner of herbs, and paſs over 
| * judgment and the love of God: Theſe 
| ** ought ye to have done, and not to kave 
fte other undone.” (or Tithes unpaid }J-== *' 
Then ſee 12th chap. ditto, 1ſt ver. Be- 
« ware of the leaven of the phariſees, (or 
« Quakers) which is perry. Then 
ſee 13th chap. Romans, ver. 1 _ „ 
« every ſoul be ſubject to the higher po ẽoW- 
« ers; for the powers that be, are ordained 
© of God. Whoſoever therefore reſiſteth 
« the power, refiſteth the ordinance of 
«© God; and they who reſiſt, ſhall receive 
* to themſelves damnation.” (And he 


who refuſeth to comply, or to obey, doth - 
| : reſiſt 


* 


19 ] 


refiſt its operation to the intended gfe, and 
ſo may be juſtly deemed included in the 
ſentence.) For rulers are not a terror to 
good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou 
then not be afraid of the power ? do that 
which is good, (pay Tithes) and thou ſhall 
have praiſe of the 7 ch ; for he is the mi- 
niſter of God to thee for good; but if thou 
do that which is evil, (and ſo is it to diſ- 
obey the law of Tiches, and the doctrine of 
Chriſt relative) be afraid, for he beareth 
not the ſword in vain, for he is the mi- 
niſter of God, a revenger to execute wrath 
upon him that doeth evi (and fo is diſ- 
obeying the Tithe Laws) wherefore ye muſt 
needs be ſubject, not only for wrath, but 
alſo for Con/cience-ſake : render therefore 
to all their dues (and Tithes are certainly 
due to the clergy) cuſtom to whom cuſtom, 
honour to whom honour.-—Then ſee 
Titus, 3d chap. ver. 1, Put them in 
* mind to be ſubject to principalities and 
« powers, to obey magiſtratet, to be ready 
«« to do every good work, and to ſpeak evil 
* of no man. Then fee 1ſt Peter, 2d 
chap. ver 13 to 17, Submit yourſelves 
to every ordinance of man far the Lord's 
fake, whether it be to the King, as ſu- 
“ preme, or unto. governors, as unto them 
— that are ſent (or deputed) by him, — | 

| the | 
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* the puniſhmentof evil-doers, and for the 
* praiſe of them that that do well; for ſo 
* 1s the w//l of God, that with well-doing 
ye may put to ſilence the ignorance of 
* fooliſh men; as free, not uſing your li- 
* berty as a cloak of malciouſneſs, but as 
© the ſervants of God. Honour all men, 
*« fear God, honour the King.” And 
further I have to alledge, injuſtice and cru- 
elty towards poor clergymen, who have no 
other ſupport than Tithes legally aſſeſs'd, 
and due to them, is in juſt eſtimation, 
much worſe than depriving a rich miſer of 
ſome of his uſeleſs money on the highway ; 
and if Quakers eſcape puniſhment here, 
through the mercy and lenity of thoſe 
Chriſtian miniſters, whom they v2/ely pre- 
tend hypocritically, that they cannot pay 
for conſcience-ſake, in hopes of ſaving their 
pockets, as it often enſues, to their ſhame and 
diſgrace, Their puniſhment muſt be re- 
ſerved for futurity, elſe would it be to 
blaſphemouſly ſuppoſe that the Almightly 
Supreme Being was diveſted of his divine, 
immutable attribute of juſtice, which very 
much conſiſts in — the good and 


Juſt, and puniſhing the bad and unjuſt, 


_ Idem, T. C. 
P. S. Then ſee our Saivour's ſermon 


from the mount, 5th, 6th and 7th chap. of 
| Matthew, 
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Matthew, As ye would that others 
« ſhould do unto you, ſo do ye unto them, 
«for this is the la and the prophets. Now 
to apply in point, had any preacher among 
the Quakers been educated in the eſtabliſbed 


church, and being a preacher, had no other 
ſupport than lawful Tithec, would he like 


to have the payment refuſed, and to be 


obliged either to looſe his ut right, or be 
diſagreeably obliged to recover by law ? 
Anſwer honeſtly if you can; but 'twas an 
old faying as long ago as when I'was a boy, 
«« Quakers won't ſwear, but they will ye, 
* and that deviliſbly, which the author 
of "theſe lines hath very unhappily found 


verified; and alſo aggravated by cruelty and 
revilings. And, N. B. Lying excludes 


from the &ingdom of heaven, ſee Rev. 21ſt 
and 22d chap. and 5th Acts, 3d ver. and 
many other /cripture records. 


Walworth, | 
9. May, 1781. | Idem, 3 


Scripture Records, relative Lying, Hypo- 
criſy, Bribery and Revilings, as exclud- 
ing from the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Rev. 21, 8. UT the idolaters and all 

= lyars thall have their 


6 part in the lake, which burneth = 5 
| « fre i 
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© fire and brimſtone.” Prov. 19, 22. 


* poor man is better than a Har. John 
8, 4. The devil is a lyar, and the father 
* of it.” Jer. 28, 15. Why hath ſatan 
* fill'd thy heart to lye? thou makeſt the 
people to truſt in a lye.” Prov. © He 
* that ſpeaketh lies ſhall periſh.” Iſaiah. 
„For ye have made lies your refuge.” Ho- 
ſea. ©* They ſhall be ſwept away, as hail ; 
«© ye have eaten the fruits of lies.” Ezekiel. 
„With lies ye have made the righteous 
« fad.” Hoſea. © He daily encourageth 
lies and deſolation.” Timothy. Speak= 
« ing hes in hypocriſy, their conſcience 
« ſeared.” Pſalms. *©* Let the lying lips be 


e put to filence.” Ditto. Thou loveth 


“lies, rather than righteouſneſs,” Ditto. 
«© Remove far from me lies, ſaith the 
Lord.“ Ditto. I hate and abhor lies, 
but thy law do I love.” Ditto. © Deli- 
« ver my ſoul, oh Lord, from ſying 2 
Prov. The Lord hateth a proud look, a 
« lying tongue. Ditto. He that cover- 
eth hatred with lying lips is a fool.” 
Ditto. A righteous man hateth lying; 
% but a wicked man is loathſome, and 
* cometh to ſhame.” Ditto. Getting 
of treaſure by a lying tongue, is Vanity. 


Relative 


SE 


Relative the odious Sin of Hypocriſy, 


Ifaiah 32, 6. His heart will work ini- 
« quity, to practice hypocriſy.” Matth. 
23, 28. Within ye are full of hypocr:/y, 
« &c.” 1ſt Peter 2, 1. © Wherefore lay- 
ing aſide all malice, hypocriſy, and ini- 
*« quity, and envy, and guile, and evil- 
« ſpeakings, (or revilings) as new-born 
© babes, deſire the ſincere milk of the 


. © word, that ye may grow thereby: If fo 


ebe ye have taſted that the Lord is graczous, 
* to whom coming, as unto a living ſtone, 
© difallowed indeed of men, but choſen of 
** God and precious, That ye, as lively 
** ſtones, may become a ſpiritual houſe, an 
* holy prieſthood, to offer up ſpiritual ſa- 
* crifice, acceptable to Gop by JESUS 
Wente.“ 


N. B. Be pleaſed to refer to, and ſeriouſly 
read the whole of this chapter. 


Job 15, 34: „The congregation of 
ce hypocrites ſhall become deſolate.” Ditto 
36, 13. The hypocrites in heart oP 
« up wrath: they my not when he Sind- 
te eth them. The hypocrite's hope ſhall 
* periſh: for a hypocrite ſhall not come 
„ before him.” Job 17, 8. The in- 
* zocent ſhall ſtir up himſelf againſt the - 


« pocrites. 
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* pocrites,” Ifaiah 33, 14. Fearfulneſs 


<< thall ſurprize the hypocrite.” Matthew. |} 


*© Moreover when ye faſt be not as the - 
© pocrite e wo unto the bypocrites.” 


Againſt Bribery. 
1 Sam. 8, 3. Samuel's ſons took 


* bribes, and perverted judgment.” Ditto 
12, 3. © Of whoſe hand have I received 


* any bribe, and I will reſtore.” Pſalms 1 
26. © And their right-hand is full of 


*« bribes.” Ver. 9, 10. Gather not my 


* ſoul with ſinners nor my liſe, with bloody 


emen.“ Amos 5, 12. Who take a 


. 
3 


* bride and turn aſide the poor and juft.” | 


Iſaiah 33, 15. Who ſhaketh his hands 


* from holding bribes.” Job 15, 34. © Fire 


* ſhall conſume the tabernacles of bri- 


1 | 
Againſt Revilings. 


Matthew 5, 11. Bleſſed are ye when ‚ 


«© men revile you.“ Ditto 27, 39. © Who 
e pafſed by, reviling and wagging their 


heads. John 9, 28. They reviled 


« him, ſaying thou art his diſciple. iſt 
Cor. .4, 12. Being reviled we %%, being 
% perſecuted, we ſuffer it, being defamed, 


« we intreat, we are: made as the filth of 


« the world, and the off-ſcouring of all 


« things to this day, I write thele things 
| « to | 


( 25 ] | 
er to warn you.” 11t Cor. 6, 10. Revi- 
« lers ſball not inherit the kingdom of God.” 
Exodus 21, 17. He that revileth his 
« father ſhall be put to death.” Iſaiah 
51, 7 Fear not, neither be ye afraid 

(th 


of (the revilers) or revilings.” 
Tranſcribed by 
A rational Chriſtian, 
26h 10 * | Tromas CRowLEvY. 


P. &. See Leviticus 26, 20. © They 


“that are left of you ſhall pine away; in 


** the iniguities of their fathers, ſhall they 
pine away.” 


And ſee Ezekiel 24, 2 3, and 33. 10. 


N. B. Theſe eſteemed juſt grounds for the 


honeſt and ſincere to laugh vice and ſu- 
perſtion out of doors. 


QuoTaTIoONs from the Holy Scriptures, 
concerning Spiritual Liberty. 


Rom. 8, 21. PH E creature itſelf 


cf alſo ſhall be deliver- 


ed from the bondage of corruption into 


I% 
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” _— liberty of the children of 
Cc 0 8 
- 2d Cor. 3, 17. Where the ſpirit of 
* the Lord is, there is liberty. 
Ditto 14. * But their minds were 
e blinded, the vaz/ not being taken away, 


© which vail is done away in Chriſt.” 


Ditto 16. When ye turn to the Lord, 
* the vail ſhall be taken away.“ 

Ditto 17. Now the Lord is that 
* ſpirit, and where the ſpirit of the 
Lord is, there is liberty, changed from 
*« glory to glory, even by the ſpirit of the 


„ 


Galatians 2, 4. ** Becauſe of falſe bre- 
* thren, who came in privy to ſpy out 
our liberty, which we have in Chriſt 
«© Jeſus, that they might bring us into 
« Bondage.” 

James 1, 25. * But whoſo looketh 
into the perfect Jaw of liberty, and con- 


* tinueth therein, he being not a forgetful 


« hearer, but a doer of the work, this man 


6 ſhall be bleſſed in his deed.” 
Ditto 2, 12. ** So ſpeak ye, and ſo do; 


* as they who ſhall be judged by the lau 


A 


of liberty, for ye ſhall have judgment 
© without mercy, that hath ſhewed no 


&« mercy, and mercy rejoyceth againſt judg= | 
* ment.” a | 
TO 
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„God, that with well- doing ye may put 
* to ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh men, as 
free and not aa your liberty as a cloak 


* of maliciouſneſs, but as the ſervants of 


God. 

James 1, 5. If any of you lack wiſdom, 
« let him aſk of God, who giveth to all 
men liberally, and upbraideth none, and 
* it ſhall be given him.“ 

And ſee Titus 1ſt chap. One of them- 
*« ſelves, even a prophet of their own, ſaid, 
*« ye are always /yars, this witneſs is true; 
therefore rebuke them ſharply, that they 
may be ſound in the faith, not giving 
© heed to fables or commandments of men, 
* that turn from the truth: unto the pure 
* all things are pure, but unto them that 
* are defiled and unbelieving, is nothing 
pure, but even their . and conſcience 
is defiled. They profeſs that they know 


_ © God, but in works they deny him, bong 


* abominableanddiſobedient, and untoevery 
good work reprobrate--but ſpeak thou the 
things which become ſound doctrine.” 


Tranſcribed by 
A rational Chriſtian, 


THOMAS CROWLEY. 
C 2 Copy 


Walworth, 
34 Tune, 1781, 


1ſt Peter 2, 16. For ſo is the will of 
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Copy of a Letter to Iſaac Sharpleſs, &c. 
ſuperſtitious Hypocrites. 


T Am made to believe that thou, and 
other falſe Zealots, and falſe Prophets, 
and Preachers, are the priuripal miſleaders 
in the diſhoneſt, unchriſtian part of the 

Quakers Creed: I have lately told T, 
Corbyn, and other 700/s of Quakers Prieſt- 
craft, viva voce, (as I diſdain all fly cun- 
ning hypocriſy, chooſing from principle to 
be fair and above board) you will be hable 
to hear of ſomething next year, which will 
probably make you ſorely repent your en- 
thufraſtic, very ſuperſtitious obſtinacy, in re- 
fuſing the allowance of a juſt Chriſtian li- 
berty of conſcience to theyouth of the ſociety, 
who are born ſlaves to your unchriſtian, en- 
thuſiaſtic gyranny of power over conſcience, 
which none have a right to exerciſe, being 
quite contrary to the great rules laid down 
by our Saviour to his diſciples and follow- 
ers.——See his divine Sermon from the 
Mount: and ſee alſo the great apoſtle Paul's 
Wiſe and honeſt diſcipline, iſt Cor. 5 chap. 
and conſider (in time for repentance) how 
miſ-rably ye have perverted the ſacred doc- | 

; trines 


2 mn. 
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trines of the Chriſtian Religion, or Chriſ+ 
tianity. 


Your much injured, and reviled, 
And abuſed former Member, 


Expelled for being a rational Chriſtian, 


Valworth, 12th 
Tune 1781. 


THoMAs CROWLEY. 


P. S. The leaders of this People 
cauſed them to err, and they who are led 
of them, are deftroyed.” —See Ifaiah, 9 
chap. ver. 16 and 17. 


N. B. When people who in vain pro- 
feſs the Chriſtian Religion, but wantonly 
and vilely ſhut their eyes and ears againſt the 
truths thereof, (one of which is, to do as 
we would be done by) they ſo become ree 
probate, and having finned againſt con- 


- ſcience, there now remains no more ſacri- 


fice for fin, but a fearful.looking for the 
judgment, and firery indignation, which 
will overtake the rebellious, wilful ſinner. 


A rational Chriftian, 
June 22z 1781. Idem, T. S. 


C 3 Quo- 
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QuoTAT1oNs from the Holy Scriptures 
relative WISDOM. 


James zd chapter, 17th verſe. 


HE wifdom that is from above is 
firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, 

and eaſy to be intreated, full of mercy 
and good fruits, without partiality, and 
without hypocriſy.” Then ſee Wiſdom 
of Solomon, chap. . ver. 1, 4, 6, 17, 
and 18. Oh God of my fathers, and 
Lord of mercy, who hath made all 
things with thy word, give me viſdom 
** that ſitteth by thy Hrone, and reject 
me not from among thy children; for 
* though a man be never fo perfect 
* among the children of men, yet it thy 
.*© 20:/dom be not with him, he ſhall be 
* nothing regarded; and thy council who 
* hath known, except thou give wiſdom 
and ſend thy holy ſpirit from above; for 
ſo the ways of them who lived on earth 
„were reformed, and men were taught the 
things that are pleaſing to thee, and were 
« faved through w:/dom.” --Prov. chap. 4, 
ver 7, &c. © Wiſdom is the principal 
te thing, therefore get wi/dom, and withal 
« thy getting, get underſtanding ; . exalt 
„her, and ſhe ſhall promote thee, and 
| $7 « bring 
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ce bring thee to honour ; when thou doth 
* embrace her, ſhe ſhall bring thee to 
* a crown of glory. Enter not into the 
% path of the wicked, go not in the way 
* of evil men, for they eat the bread of 
&* zdleneſs, and drink the wine of violence; 
* but the path of the juſt is a ſhining hghr, 
that ſhineth more and more unto the 
* perfect day. The way of the wicked is 
„ darkneſs, they know not at what they 
*« ſtumble ; wherefore keep thy heart with 
* all diligence, for out of it are the iſſues 
*« of life. Put away from thee a froward 
* mouth; and perverſe lips put far from 
* thee. Ponder the paths of thy goings, 
«let all thy ways be eſtabliſhed in righte- 
* ouſneſs, and remove thy feet from evil. 
* My ſon do thou attend to wi/dom, and 
* bow thine ear to under/tanding, that thou 
* mayeſt regard 2 and thy lips 
* may keep knowledge. The ſecrets of 
the Lord are with them who are rigbte- 
© ous and fear him.”--Then ſee Prov. chap, 1 
8, ver. 11 to 20. Wiſdom is better than 
* rubies, and all things that may be de- 
„fired is not to be compared to it. I 
« Wiſdom, dwell with prudence, and lead 
in the way of righteouſneſs, and in the 
* midſt of the ka of judgment; that 1 
«« may cauſe them who love me to inherit 
| ſubſtance, b 
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t ſubſtance, and I will fill their treaſures, 
& The fear of the Lord is to hate evil, 
* pride and arrogancy, and the evil way; 
* and the froward mouth do I hate. 
Council is mine, and ſound wi/dom ; 
e underſtanding and ſtrength ; by me kings 
„ reign, and princes decree juſtice ; by me 
ve princes rule, and nobles, even the judges 
of the earth. Riches and honour are 
| © with me, yea durable riches and righteouſ- 
| © reſs. My fruit is better than gold, yea than 
* fine gold; and my revenue than choice 
„ flver. Now therefore hearken to me, 
| * oh ye children; for bleſſed are they who 
| * keep my ways. Hear inſtruction and be 
| « wiſe, and refuſe it not; for whoſo find- 
| © eth me, findeth fe, and ſhall obtain 
| © favour of the Lord; but he who ſinneth 
| © apainſt me, wrongeth his own ſoul ; and 
they who hate me, love death.” 


Tranſcribed by 
A rational Chriſtian, who is 4 


Well-wiſher to all in the beſt Things, 


Walworth, | 
| 27th June, 1781. TryoMas CROWLEY. 
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N. B. Solomon relates of himſelf, Ec- 
cleſ. 7th chap. 7th and 8th ver, © Thee 
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ehe was born as other men, but he pray- 
* ed, and underſtanding was given him, 
« he put up his petition to God, and the 
e ſpirit of wiſdom came to him, he prefer- 
* ed her before ſcepters and thrones, and 
e eſteemed riches nothing in compariſon 
of her. -A noble example, and richly 
worthy of a wiſe King and his followers. 


P. S. Of the two evils, I had rather ſet 
in company with a highwayman, who, 
through meer neceſſity, robs on the high- 
way, than with a hypocrite, who pretends 
_ conſcience in cheating the parſon, by re- 
fuſing to pay lawful Tithes, when lawfully 
demanded ; becauſe I think hypocriſy and 
avarice the moſt odious of all common 
vices,---I having in the courſe of more 
than two ſeven years laboured, abundant- 
ly, with my pen and tongue to convince 
the miſled people, called Quakers, of their 
error in upholding the unſcriptural, illegal 
doctrine, of refuſing to pay lawful Trthes, 
when lawfully demanded. But in lieu of 
granting liberty of conſcience to their mem 
bers, to pay honeſtly, which I have pleaded 
for, they have long ſince excommunicated 
me, although born and educated among 
them: and what makes it worſe, - they 
have for about ſeven years paſt W to 

| car 
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hear my defence, or pleas, for a juſt /iber- 
ty of conſcience, relative to doing juſtice to 
the clergy, whoſe abſolute property Tit hes 
are in this country, by the repreſentatives 
of the whole people, giving and granting, 
in perpetuity, Tithes for means of food 
and raiment for the clergy, and confirmed 
by the lords and the #ing ; ſo that no man 
can have ſtronger right to his eſtate : and 
having at heart their reformation, and 
think it my reaſonable duty to uſe rational 
means to emancipate my own ſons and 
daughters, as well as the youth of the ſo- 
ciety in general, from ſo unchriſtian and 
unrighteous Yoke, as a rule of faith and con- 
dition of memberſhip. I have been think- 
ing ſome aid from the ſuffering clergy may 
happily co-operate with my endeavours 
but the misfortune is, many of the moſt 
zealous among Quakers, finding that they 
ſave their pockets annually, through the 
lenity and forberance of the tender clergy, 
which mightily tends to keep up the farce 
of what they miſcal their Chriſtian Teſti- 


|  mony; but in fact is Antichriſtian, as 


being quite contrary to Chriſt's own ſpe- 
cific doctrine; ſee 23d chap. Matthew, 2 3d 
ver. and 11th chap, Luke, 42d ver. 


28h Fu, 1781. Idem, T. C. 
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WISDOM of SOLOMON. 


" F OR the ungodly ſay, reaſoning with 
ce themſelves, but not aright. Let us 
examine him with deſpitefulneſs and tor- 
ture, that we may know his meekneſs, 
* and prove his patience, Let us con- 
e demn him with a ſhameful death, for by 
his own ſaying, he ſhall be reſpected. 
Such things they did imagine, and were 
e deceived ; for their own wickedneſs hath 
*« deceived them, and blinded their eyes: 
as for the myſteries of God, they know 
them not, nor diſcerned a reward for 
*« blameleſs fouls. But the ſouls of the 
* righteous are in the hand of God, and 
there ſhall no torment touch them, for 
they are in peace: for though they are 

* puniſhed in the ſight of men, yet is 
* their hope full of immortality. And 
having been a little chaſtized, they ſhall 
be greatly rewarded, for God proved 
* them, and found them worthy for him- 
« ſelf: as gold in a furnace, he hath tried 
them, and received them as a burnt of= 
« fering. They who put their truſt in 
him ſhall underſtand the Fruth, and ſhall {. 
* abide with him; for grace and mercy is to 
* his /aints, and he hath care for his — 19 
Fc ut 15 


* ſay, within themſelves, t 


[ 36 ] 
© But the ungodly ſhall be puniſhed ac- 
* cording to their imaginations, which 
* have neglected the righteous, and for- 
* faken the Lord. For whoſo deſpiſeth 


« wiſdom and nurture, he is miſerable, 


and their hope is vain, their labours un- 
« fruitful, na their works unprofitable ; 
* and when they caſt up the account of 
* their ſins, they ſhall come with fear, 
and their own iniquities ſhall convince 
* them to their face. Then ſhall the righte- 
* ous man ſtand in great boldneſs before 
&* the face of ſuch who have afflicted him, 
* and made no account of his labours: when 
* they ſee it they ſhall be troubled with 
« terrible fear, and ſhall be amazed at the 
« ſtrangeneſs of his ſalvation, ſo far beyond 
* all that they looked for: and repenting 
* and groaning for anguiſh of 7 ſhall 

is was he 
© whom we had in deriſion, and a proverb 
* of reproach ; we fools accounted his life 
© madneſs, and his end to be without 
* honour! how is he numbered among 
„ the children of God, and his lot is 
* among the /aints. Therefore have we 
* erred from the way of truth, and the 
light of righteouſneſs hath not ſhined un- 
« to us, and the ſun of righteouſneſs roſe 


not upon us. We wearied ourſelves in 


« the 


1 


« the way of wickedneſs, and deſtruction; 
re but as for the way of the Lord we have 
* not known it. What hath pride pro- 
e fited us? or what good hath our r:ches 
* and vaunting brought us? For the 
* hope of the ungodly is like duſt, that 
„is blown away with the wind: but the 
* righteous live for evermore ; their reward 
«alto is with the Lord, and the care of them 
is with the Mo? High. Therefore ſhall 
they receive a glorious kingdom, and a 
© beautiful crown, from the Lord's hand; 
* and with his own arm will he protect 
them. So ſhall he exerciſe rghteouſ- 
*« neſs and true judgment.” 


Tranſcribed by, and Paraphraſed on, 


By a Rational Chriſtian, 


BW h, 
PF war gee THOMAS CROWLEY. 


To the Miſleaders and their Tools, among 
the deceived People call d QUAKERS. 


: | H E author of this important memo- 


rial, in much ſincerity and humility, 
is of the conſcicntious judgment, that at 


the bar of divine juſtice, the infincere and 
1 


deluded, 


* 
3. 
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deluded, hypoeritical, falſe zealous Quakers, 
finding their miſtake and confuſion, will 
be ſorrowfully brought to contrition, and 
perceive, when too late, that it hath been 
the duty of the ſoczety, in their corporate 
capacity, to adminiſter to the youth of the 
ſociety the grand univerſal duty of juſtice, 
in repealing the ill- founded unchriſtian 
enthuſiaſtic minutes of 1706 and 1733, re- 
quiring their members, as the condition 
of memberſhip, to refuſe or decline doin 
Juſtice to the lawful eſtabliſhed chriſtian 
claimant of Tithes, lawfully aſſeſſed and 
lawfully demanded : and this in order that 
the youth might or may enjoy, without 
cenſure or diſownment, the very valuable, 
univerſal right of a juſt chriſtian liberty of 
conſcience, relative articles not founded in 
the holy ſcriptures, eſpecially in that of 
Tithes and other legal parliamentary pecu- 
niary aſſeſſments. Said minutes being in 
oppoſition to both law and goſpel, as very 
plainly appears to the intelligent reader of 


* the holy ſcriptures, given by inſpiration, 


and which the author hath often explicitly 
referred them to, as recorded in the pro- 


phets, evangeliſts and apoſtles. 


And N. B. The antient worthies of the 
ſociety, who ſo honeſtly and nobly . 
00 
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ſtood popiſh arbitrary principles and perſc- 
cution, knew better, and were much 
wiſer, than to lay down as a rule of faith, 
ſuch general rules as the ſaid minutes of 
1706 and 1733; which, after the antient 
worthies, where removed to rewards, very 
unhappily became eſtabliſhed by their 1g- 
norant, miſled, obſtinate ſucceſſors, to the 
very great and very unchriſtian diſcourage- 
ment of the univerſal duties of ſincerity and 
juſtice; and on the contrary, introducing 
imitation, diſſimulation and hypocriſy, to 
the ruin of many, and to the diſgrace of 
the ſociety. So is it evidently the reaſon- 
able duty of all fathers of families to uſe 
rational means to emancipate their offſpring 
from ſo unrighteous yoke of ſuperſtitious 
Tyranny, as is the teſtimony uſually deem- 


ed Chriſtian, but is really antichriſtian. 


Walworth, | 
12rh 08. 1781, TrHoMas CROWLEY. 


A Copy to Iſaac Gray, at Hitchin. 
MEMORANDUM. 


HE ſacred records do plainly teſtify, 
that without repentance there is no 
D 2 „ remiſſion; 
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* remiſhon ; and that without remiſſion, nd 
&* ſalvation.” Iſaac Sharpleſs hath had 
and exerciſed ſome good qualities or proper- 
ties, which I have thought, and do think, 
deſerve praiſe! but on the contrary, he 
hath been, and I ſuppoſe may continue, 
an enthuſiaſt, though I hope not of the 
worſt ſort, Our Saviour hath left an 
admirable good key, © The tree is known 
by its Fruit, and by their fruits ye ſhall 
% #now them !” and again, By this ſhall 
„ all men know ye are my diſciples, if ye 
* ove one another /” and correſponding 
therewith, the great * Apoſtle Paul 
| ſtrongly recommends divine charity, or 
the divine ve of God and man; and alſo 
the Apoſtle Peter, 1ſt, 4 chap. 8 ver. 
Above all let fervent charity prevail 
among yourſelves.” Contrary to which, 
and in direct oppoſition, I. S. of all now 
living, was, by inſidious application to 
the monthly- meeting of Devonſhire-houſe, 
the procuring cauſe of my being cruelly 
dealed with, and excommunicated for my 
conſctentious integrity, in conforming to 
the juſt doctrine of our Saviour, and his 
apoſtles, relative Tithes, and defending 
my conduct, when ſuperititiouſly cenſured 
for ſo doing; and in confederacy with two 
ether public friends, fince deccaſed, _ 
| 0 
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of whom I thought an honeſt nan; but 
diſagreeably preſſed into the ſervice ; (as 
appeared by his /þeech on the occaſion) as 
alſo old Thomas Finch, of Brentford, who 
before he was informed of my honeſtly 
(and not by colluſion) paying Tithes, agree- 
able to /incere ſentiments of duty, uſed to 
make uſe of my houſe like a home, invit- 
ing his friends, and dining with me very 
often, and was very welcome; but fince 
hath been very rude, and, in my judgment, 
very unchriſtian, uncharitable and cruel, in 
his conduct under an abſurd pretence of 
maintaining a diſcipline, which although 
Quakeriſm, is abſolutely, the very miſap- 
plied reverſe of the Chriſtian and apoſtolic 
religion and diſcipline, as every honeſt man, 
of common-ſenſe, may diſcover, if he 
honeſtly peruſeth the juſt doctrine of our 
Saviour, and the apoſtles Paul and Peter 
relative; ſee 23d chap. Matthew, 23d 
ver. and 11th chap. Luke, 42 ver. gth 
chap. 1ſt Cor. 14th ver. Titus, zd chap. 
ver. 1 and 2; 1ſt Peter, 2d chap. ver. 
13 to 17, and 1ſt Peter, 4th chap. ver 8; 
and other ſacred records, which do com- 
pleatly concur, to prove the Quakers doc- 
trine, and miſapplied diſcipline, to be anti- 
chriſtian, or the very reverſe of that divine- 
ly eſtabliſhed by the author of true Chriſ- 
| D Ian 
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tian Religion, and his divinely commiſſioned 
apoſtles. So doth it plainly appear to the 
rational underſtanding of the true Chriſtian, 


that the Quakers doctrine, of refuſing to 


pay Titbes, and miſapplied diſcipline, to 
enforce ſuch refuſal, is the effect of an 
enthuflaſtic deluſion ! quite inconſiſtent with 
the /acred records of right reaſon or law, 


or common=-ſenſe, or honeſty ! 


So faith the much injured, perſecuted, 


and unjuſtly excommunicated Author, 


Walwerth, 12th 
Mow. wes. TrnoMas CROWLEY* 


P. S. I have often heard it falſely and 
cunningly pleaded, though unchriſtian, 
that as a club, making rules, have a right to 
expel members who tranſgreſs thoſe rules; 
ſo they plead, but very ab/urdly, the 

uakers had a right to excommunicate 
T. C. for conſcientiouſly prefering the /aws 
of God, and the doctrine of our Saviour, to 
their unchriſtian, unapoſtolic, arbitary, diſ- 
honeft rules, made by their anceſtors in 
1706 and 1733. But as clubs do not 
wickedly preſume to bind poſterity, who 
never agreed to their rules; ſo had the 
Quakers of 1706 no right to oo 6 
chriſ- 


2 

unchriſtianly bind the conſciences of poſterity 
70 years after, to do acts of ſraudulent in- 
Juſtice, fo long after the apparent cauſe of 
that part of Quakeriſm was entirely re- 
moved, viz. perſecution for conſtience-ſake, 
in oppoſing popery and poprſh principles, 
not now, or of late neceſſary. 


Idem, T. C. 


To felkſh Lovers of Dominion over ſincere 
Chriſtian Conſciences, contrary to Chriſt's 
Intuition, 


QuoTAT1oNs from ſacred Records, neceſ- 


ſary for Quakers to ſolemnly peruſe, con- 
ider and adopt ! 2 


Malachi, 3d chap. ver. 7 to 10. 


« VEN from th Gays of your fore- 
60 fathers, ye have gone from, and 
tc have not kept mine ordinances : return 
«© unto me, and I will return unto you, 
« faith the Lord of Hoſts, Will a man 
* rob God ! yet ye have robbed me, in 
&« Tithes and Offerings : ye are curſed with 


* a curſe for ye have robbed me, even this 
„Whole 
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* whole people. Bring ye all the Tithes 


* into the barns or ſtore-houſes, and then 
I will pour you a blefing.”--Then ſee. 
our Saviour's correſponding teſtimony of con- 

firmation : Matthew, 5th chap. 17th to 
19th ver. Think not that I am come 
*« to deſtroy the la; I am not come to 
*« deſtroy, but to fulfil. For verily I ſay 
* unto you, till heaven and.earth pals, 
one jot or tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs 
from the law, until all be fulfiled : and 
% whoſoever ſhall break the leaſt of theſe 
% comm:ndments, and teach men fo, ſhall 
<< be called /ea/t in the kingdom of heaven: 
«© but whoſo ſhall do, and teach them, 
*« ſhall be great in the kingdom of heaven.”'-- 
Then ditto, chap. 7th, ver. 12, In all 
© things whatſoever ye would that men 
* ſhould do to you, ſo do ye to them, for 
* this is the /aw and the prophets.” Ver. 
15, Beware of falſe prophets, who come 
* in ſheeps clothing, but inwardly are ra- 
c vening wolves: ye ſhall know them 

* their fruits. Not he that cryeth Lord, 
* Lord! but he who doeth the will of 
* our Father in Heaven ſhall be faved !''-- 
Then ſee Matthew, 23d chap. 23d ver. 
„Wo unto you hypocrites, for ye pay 


|. © Tithes of mint, aniſe, and cummin, and 
(have omitted the weightier matters of 


cc the 


(483 


* the law, judgment, mercy and faith 
e theſe ought ye to have done, and not to 
to leave the other undone. Ye blind 
guides, ye ſtrain at a gnat and ftoallow a 
camel! Then fee 11th chap. Luke, 
42 ver. f* Wo unto you phari/ees for ye 
« tithe, mint and rue, and all manner of 
„ herbs, and paſs over judgment, and the 
av e of God: theſe ought ye to have 
« done, and not to leave the other un- 
* done. Wo unto you for ye are as graves 
* which appear not, ſo that men are not 
% aware of them !”'---Then fee Paul's 1ſt 
Cor. gth chap. 14th ver. Even fo hath 
* the Lord ordained, that they who preach 
the goſpel ſhall live of the goſpel :” ſee alſo 
_ ditto, chap. ver. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 to 
13.---Then ſee 2d Cor. 13 chap. ver. 7, 

„I pray to God that ye do no evi; 
but that ye do that which is honef.”-- 
Then ſee Romans, 1 3th chap. ver. 1 to 7, 
Let every foul be ſubject to the higher 
*© powers, the powers that be are ordained 
* of God; whoſo reſiſteth the power, 
« reſiſteth the ordinance of God ; and they 
* who. reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves 
© damnation! Rulers are a terror to evil 
© works, wilt thou not be afraid? do that 
* which is good, and thou ſhall have 
* praiſe of the ſame; if thou do evil, be 
« afraid 
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e afraid for he beareth not the ſword in 
% vain. Wherefore ye muſt needs be ſub 
ect not only for wrath, but for _— 
* ence-ſake, Render therefore to all their 
** dues, cuſtom to whom cuſtom, honour 
% to whom honour, &c.“ And ver. 8, 
<< Owe no man any thing but to /ove one 
another. Then ſee Hebrews, 7th chap. 
ver. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, But he whoſe 
« deſcent is not counted from Abraham, or 
Levi, received Tithes; and here men 


I © that die receive Tirhes; but there he re- 


s ceiveth them, of whom tis ſaid that he 
* liveth; and, as I may ſo ſay, Levi alſo, 
* who receiveth Tithes, paid Tithes in 
*« Abraham.” --Then ſee Titus, 3d chap. 
ver. 1 to 3. Put them in mind to be 
«© ſubject to proncipalities and powers, to 
* obey magiſtrates, and to be ready to 
* every good work, to ſpeak evil of no 
* man, but to be gentle, ſhewing meek- 
« neſs to all men.”---Then ſee iſt Peter, 
ad Chap. ver. 13 to 17, Submit your- 
* ſelves to every ordinance of man for the 
Lord's fake, whether to the King, as 
( ſupreme, or unto governors, as ſent by 
him, for puniſhment of evil doers, and 
« reward of them who do well, for ſo is 
„ the will of God, that with well-doing, 
ye put to ſilence the ignorance of donn | 
„men 
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« men! as free, not uſing your /tberty for 
« a Cloak of Maliciouſneſs, but as the 
** ſervants of God. Honour all men; 
* love the brotherhood; FEAR Gop; 
«© honour the king.”'---Then ſee Romans, 
roth chap. ver. 1 to 3, Brethen, my 
«« heart's deſire and prayer to God for Iſrael 
« is, that they may be ſaved; for I bear 
« them record, that they have a zeal » 
«© God. But not according to knowledge, 
for they being ignorant of God's righte- 
* ouſneſs, and going about to eſtabliſh 
e therr own righteouſneſs, have not ſubmit- 
ted themſelves to the ——— of 
«© God !''-=-Then ſee the ſacred records re- 
lative divine charity, viz. iſt Cor. 13th 
chap. © Though I ſpeak with the tongue of 
men and angels, and have not Charity, 
« am as ſounding braſs ; though I beſtow 
all my goods to feed the poor, and give 
« my body to be burnt, and have not 
Charity, it profiteth me nothing. Cha- 
*« rity ſuffereth long, and is kind, envieth 
not, vaunteth not itſelf, is not puffed up, 
is not eaſily provoked, thinketh no evil, 
«« rejoyceth not in iniquity, but rejoyceth 
in Truth, Charity never faileth ; and 
* when that which is perfect is come, that 
* which is in part ſhall be done away: and 
„now abideth faith, hope and charity; 

| but 


bs 
, 
1 
” 
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©. 
© but the greateſt of theſe is Charity; 
„ which Charity being the Love of Gop 
e and MAN, ic divine. Then ditto, chap. 
16, v. 14, 15 and 16, © Let all your things 
„be done with Charity.”--Then ſee Col. 
3d chap. 14th ver. © And above all things 
*« put on Charity, which is the bond of 
« Perfectneſs; and let the peace of God 
rule in your hearts, and let the word of 
«© Chriſt dwell in you in all Wiſdom.” --- 
Then ſee iſt Timothy, iſt chap. ver. 5 
and 6, Nov the end of the command- 
e ment is Charity, out of a pure heart and 
% good _ and faith unfeigned, 


t from which many have ſwerved, turning 
8 


© aſide to vain jangling, not underſtanding 


«© what they ſay. Ver. 21, © I charge 
© thee before God and Chriſt, and the 


_ © holy elect angels, that thou obſerve theſe 


„ things, without prefering one above or 
before another, doing nothing by par 


* tiality.'---Then fee 1ſt Peter 2d chap. | 


ver. 1, 2, 3 and 4, © Wherefore layin 


* afide all Malice and all Guile, and Hy- 


“ pocriſies, and Envies, and Evil Speak- 
* 1ngs, as new born babes, defire the ſin- 
* cere Milk of the Word, that ye may 
« grow thereby, if ſo be that ye have 
taſted that the Lord is gracious! to 
«« whom coming, as unto a living flone, 

| % diſallowed 
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te diſallowed indeed of men, but choſen of 
God, and precious :” ſee alſo ver. 6 and 
7; to which I requeſt the reader to revert, 
not having room. 


Jam, in Sincerity, a Well-wiſher to all, 


A rational Chriſtian, 


Walworth, 
13th Dec 1781. 


THoMAS CROWLEY, 
P. S. Se alſo, iſt Peter, 4th chap. ver. 
8 to 11, and 14 and 16 to the end. | 


Copy of a Letter to Iſaac Shapleſs. 
Eſteemed Friend, I. S. 


S I have been, in meaſure, informed of 
its being under the conſideration of 
Friends to review and ſeriouſly conſider the 
old minutes, and tranſcribe into new books} 
what are now, ſo long after, fit to be re- 
tained as rules of faith and practice; and 
which, if on right ground, is what I have 
long wiſhed for, as a means to promote fin- 
cerity, truth and juſtice, as allo the ſafety 
and welfare of the ſociety, tefpecially the 
riſing generation and poſterity, whoſe real 
| truce 


3 
true intereſt hath been a rule of my conduct 
in the Society; and do ſincerely wiſh the 
buſineſs may become honeſtly and wiſely 
determined, and accompliſhed. If thou uſeth 
thy beſt endeavours to promote the ſame, 
it may become as a crown of honour and 
glory to thee in thy advanced years.--And 
I have alſo another relative matter to com- 
municate, viz. The laſt time I was in com- 
any with one of the archbiſbops, and ſome 
of the 4i/haps, being more than two years 
ago, I was made to believe that unleſs the 
Society do voluntarily make a reformation 
in their rules, for faith and practice, a 
bill will be brought into parliament, to 
make it a high penalty to enter and retain 
on their books, rules or rule, to require 
their members to, in effect, diſobey the 
eſtabliſhed /aws of the land, enacted by the 
King in parliament, relative Jithes, the 


| property of the clergy, and other parliamen- 


tary aſſeſſments, as church rates, &c. I 
could not be quite eaſy without giving this 
repeated, very neceſſary caution, not having 
ſeen them lately, excepting one, and that 
a principal. 


Jam, in Sincerity, a Well-wiſber to all, 


Walworth,” ** 


1 pb Dec. 1781. TrHoMaAs CROWLEY. 


Addenda 


*& + 
Addenda to the preceding Copy. 


T HIS being alſo ſent to the ſame I. 8. 

- and to about one hundred others, pub- 
blic friends and elders, &c. in town and 
country, (poſt-paid) in hope of doing good, 
by diſcouraging ſuperſtition, diſſimulation 
and infincerity, and promoting truth, juſ- 
tice, ſincerity and charity! which are eſ- 
ſential; and without which, pretences 79 

religion are in vain! This being occaſioned 
by the extraodinary meeting for ſufferings, 
demurring and declining to leave out or alter 
the principal 2b/terd rule or minute of 1706 
and 7355 being unjuſt, illegal, undutiful, 
ungrateful, contumelious to government, 
ſuperſtitious, ſelfiſh, and very enthuſiaſtic 
and hath been, and is deemed, an inſult on 
government. 

It will be neceſſary to give up the old 
point of unanimity, or rather the deceivable 
appearance thereof: the fact being, to the 
intelligent obſerver, clearly incompatible 
with the —— every yearly, quar- 
terly, or other general meeting of Sie? 
or diſcipline, People cannot be all of one 
tentiment, unleſs ai had the ſame learning, 

Judgment, experience, underſtanding and 
wi/dom ; and what good can ultimately ariſe 
from vain and inſincere pretences thereof? 

E 2 The 


( 32 ] 
The filence of even a major part of an au- 
dience in debates, never did, nor ever will, * | 
prove unaminity of ſentiments, but rather 
that many, through faviſh fear of cenſure 
from falſe zealots, are filent buryers of the 
noble divine talent of right reaſon, uncor- 
| rupted by either vice, enthuſiaſm or ſuper- 
| /{:t7on ; and which, when illuminated by the 
grace of God, becomes the ſafeſt and beſt 
guide which man is bleſt with : far, very far, 
ſuperior to the dangerous influences of the 
falſe fire of enthuſiaſm, the voice of the 
ſtranger, and parent of ſuperſtition and con- 
ſequent perſecution (by the diſcipline, un- 
chriſtianly miſapplied) and excommunica- 
tion for the teſtimony of a good conſcience, 
well grounded on ſacred records, given by 
inſpiration for the Chriſtians inſtruction, 
and which noble talent wasgiven by the divine 
author for our improvement, and not to be 
buried in the earth, or worldly cares, or 
covetous purſuits, or enthuſiaſtic paſſion, or 
judolence. Three out of four ought in 
reaſon and juſtice to decide and determine 
in every juſt and neceſſary improvement or 
reformat on, and not for the much ſmaller 
| number to ſubjugate the conſciences of the 
| much larger number, of ſame meeting, &c. 
without Liberty of Conſcience ; which is 
| erne], unjuſt and abſurd ! unleſs the mina- 
| rity 
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rity are actuated by divine wiſdom, and the 
majority not ſo; uſing the ſacred records for 
teſt; in which caſe a juſt Liberty of Con- 
ſcience, is an univerſal right ! If this be 
not adopted, nor any means found to ſilence, 
or over rule, the furious fa//e zealots, T. C. 
J. T. J. W. &c. it cannot, with reaſon, 
be expected that either right reaſon, or 
right reformation, will take place: and if 
not, conſequences may verify what I have 
heard predicted more than twenty years ago, 
viz, The very unhappy, unchriſtian, un- 
juſt, illegal, undutiful, ungrateful, con- 
tumacious, and an enthuſiaſtic minute of 
1706 and 1733, will cauſe a ſepartion of the 
Society into two ſorts of people, viz. the 
old ſuperſtitious Quakers, and the happily 
re formed, rational Chriſtians! in which 
caſe, the author of this dactrinal epiſtle hath 
the faith and judgment to believe the latter 
will prevail and proſper, and happily obtain 
the being of a gracious, bountiful, ver- 
ruling divine Providence ! which will cauſe 
the /incere fouls to rejoice, in being ſeparate 
from hypocrites. p | 

I have alſo to enlarge to ſuch whom it 
may concern, wiſhing this to become diffu- 
five! I cannot for Conſcience-ſake, either 
approve, or adopt, the Quakers principles 
without reformation, becauſe they teach, 

1 E 3 and 
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and by diſcipline inforce, an inſincere, and 
I think fraudulent temper of Mind, relative 
refuſing to do juſtice to the clergy, (whoſe 
property Tithes certainly are, according to 
both /aw and goſpel} and with all, uſing 
much Diſſimulation and Hypocriſy, in pre- 
tending Conſcience therein; and in baſe 
and wicked revilings and. backbitings, and 
groundleſs calumny, robbing honeft people, 
particularly an honeſt reputable father, of a 
promiſing family, 'of his juſtly acquired 
good reputation, and that through envy 
and malice, becauſe he doth juſtice to poor 
clergymen, of whom, he is well informed, 
there are more than / thouſand in England 
and Wales, whoſe income do not exceed, 
and abundance of them much under, forty: 
pounds a year, to maintain their families; 
and can any Quaker be ſo infatuated as to- 
really think. it a duty to defraud or deprive 
them of any part thereof, they not being 
allowed to ſollow trades, for profits; as too 
precarious and incumbring for miniſters of 
| the goſpel ! How happy might it have been 
if Quakers had been equally provident 
(agreeable to the apoſtle Paul, 1ſt Cor. gth 
chap. 14th ver.) and thereby have prevented 
the many ſcandalous bankruptciesand failures 
which I have known in my time among 
their preachers, to the ſcandal of their high 
pro- 
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profeſſion ! Oh! ſhameful profeſſors of the 
Chriſtian religion ! but whoſe conduct do 
beſpeak 7gnoranc? of its principles? See 
5th, 6th and 7th chap. Matthew, and 
ditto, 23d chap. 24d ver. and 11th chap. 
Luke, 42d ver. and Titus, 4d chap. ver. 
1 and 2; and iſt Peter, iſt chap. ver. 13 
to 17; and allo the apoſtle Paul, Romans, 
13th chap. ver. 1 to7; and alſo, by ſtrong 
implication, ditto roth chap. v. 1 to 3; all 
which do plainly prove Quaters to be wrong: 
and, which ſacred records, the reader 1s 
earneſtly requeſted to revert to, and ſoberly 
peruſe. So if ignorance thereof be not the 
caſe, then much worſe, ſince the ſacred 
records do teſtity that to the wilful ſinner 
againſt conſcience, there remains no more 
ſacrifice for in; but fearful looking for the 
judgment and firery indignation, which 
ſhall overtake the wilful offender againſt 
knowledge. The guilty ought in juſtice to 
eſteem, me their beſt friend, (preferable to 
ſelfiſh, flattering hypocrites} in thus honeft- 
ly and fairly laying open their error, in or= 
der they may, if poſſible, ſo humble them- 
ſelves, as to earneſtly pray to God for re- 
pentance; for the ſacred records do teſtity, 
that without repentance there is no remiſſion, 
and without remiſſian no ſalvation ! But to 
the penitent ſoul I have a word of configs 
For 
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For if we may the ſacred pages TRUST ! 
« He is always happy who is always jus !” 
I have alſo impreſt on my mind, to earneſt- 
ly recommend the ſolemn peruſal of the 
great apoſtle Paul's excellent diſſertation on 
divine charity, or the divine love of God and 
man : lee 13th chap. of his iſt epiſtle to the 


Corinthians, Though I ſpeak with the 


* tongues of men and angels, and have not 
* charity, I am as ſounding bra/5. And tho' 
e I give all my goods to feed the poor, and 
* my body to be burnt, and have not cha- 
e rity, it profiteth me nothing. Charity 
„ ſuffereth long, and is kind, envieth not, 
* yaunteth not itſelf, is not puffed up, is not 
*« eaſily provoked, thinketh no evil, re- 
* jJoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in 
*« truth, Charity never faileth, and when 
ce that which is perfect is come, that which 
is in part ſhal! be done away : and now 
* remaineth faith, hope, and charity; but 
« the greateſt of theſe is charity. Ihen 
ſee ditto, 16th chap. 14th ver. Let all 
«* be done with charity. Then ſee Col. 
zd chap. 14th ver. And above all things 
<* put on Charity, which is the bond of 
« perſectneſs, and let the peace of God rule 
in your hearts.” --Then ſee 1ft Timothy, 
iſt chap. zth ver. Now the end of the 

| „com- 
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* commandment is charity, out of a pure 
* heart, and a good conſcience and faith un- 
„ feigned. Then ſee 11t Peter, 4th chap. 
8th ver. Above all, have fervent Charity 
„among yourſelves.” But how extreme- 
ly oppoſite was the conduct of the Society 
of Quakers towards the author of this doc- 
trinal epiſtle ! in cruelly perſecuting him, 
by the wicked m/application of a diſcipliae, 
inſtituted by the apoſtle Paul, 1ſt Cor. 5th 
chap. to correct wices, malice, hypocriſy, 
— revilings and railings, &c. 
But by them miſapplied to promote /uper- 
ftition, inſincerity, and injuſtice, by unchriſ- 
tian compliance with their diſhoneſt, ill- 
founded Ze/t:mony, which they very abſurd- 
ly call Chriftian ! but, in fact, is antichriſ- 
tian, as being in direct 1 to the 
plain juſt ſacred doctrine of our Saviour and 
the apoſtle Paul, &c. as before recited, 
and refer d to; and after, becauſe he re- 
mained firm on the ground of good conſcience, 
excommunicated him publicly in their na- 
tional yearly aſſembly, and even without 
hearing out his Evidence or Defence ; but 
broke up the meeting very rudely in con- 
fuſion, before the uſual hour, and while 
he was on his legs, pleading for the favour 
of liberty of conſcience ; but which they very 
cruelly declined granting, to their everlaſting 

diſgrace, 
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diſgrace, as uncbriſtian in principle ! and 
what farther aggravated the cruelty, the 
ſeveral meetings in London, monthly, ſuf- 
ſerings, an dmorning, all /everally, illiberal- 
ly and cruelly, abſolutely refuſed to hear out 
my defence or pleas for juſt liberty of con- 
ſerence, as did the yearly meeting alſo, the 
ſucceeding years: it being now upwards of 
ſeven years ſince excommunicated ; and never 
yet have they, or any of them ſuffered my 
Letters of pleas of defence to be read among 
them, although ſeveral times very earne/t- 
ly requeſted; which is a conduct which 
hiſtory warrant us to ſuppoſe the very heathens 
in Aſia would have been aſhamed of. And 
as it very clearly appears from the before 
recited ſacred records, that divine charity is 
an eſſential duty, neceſſary to ſalvation; 
how dreadful their ſituation ! without re- 
pentance ! which laſt, that the fauntain of 
dvine mercy may grant, is my deſire and 
prayer for many of them; ſo that they may 
obtain remiſſion, and be graciouſly found 
to walk in the ju/? man's path of divine 
Charity ; that Fl we may, in humble con- 
fidence, join in, and ſojourn, to the end of 
the Chriſtian race, and very happily obtain 
the crown of immortal glory, laid up in 
ſtore for the ſincere, honeſt followers of 
the juſt doctrine of our Saviour and his 
; | apoſtles, 
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apoſtles, and conſonat divine intuition }--= 
ſo faith, 


A Rational Chriſtian, 
Walworth, 


72006 Dir: 2708:  THoMas CROWLEY, © 


P. S. Beſides the before- mentioned ſacred 
records relative Tithes, be pleaſed, candid 
reader, to revert to the 5 Malachi, 3d 
chap. ver. 7 to 10, and after peruſal, then 
turn to the correſponding teſtimony of our 
Saviour, 5th chap. Matthew, ver. 17 to 19, 
ſo mayeſt thou find la and geſpel to agree 
in the continuance of Tithes, as a reaſonable 
and juſt ſupport for thoſe who dedicate 
their time to communicate Spirituals; and 
now I have further to add, confutation of 
a falſe doctrine lately broach'd by ſome 
Quakers, viz. that as club ſocieties at ta- 
verns, &c. do excerciſe a right to expel 
members who break their rules, ſo had the 
ſociety of Quakers a right to excommunicate 
T. C. which is of a piece, with ſome other, 
of their _—_ irrational notions ; for club 
ſocieties do not T to make rules to 


bind innocent poſterity, or any other, who 


never ſubſcribed, or aſſented to their rules; 
and as T. C. never did ſub/cy1be or afſent, 


(or pretend ſo) to their abſurd, diſhoneſt - | 
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rule of 1706, nor never could, for conſci- 
ence-ſake, though born and educated among 


them! ſo is the compariſion very abſurd 


and unjuſt : nor had the ſociety any right to 
ſet up a general and unjuſt rule, in the year 
1706, to ſubjugate the conſciences of poſ- 
terity, ſeventy years after; therefore ought 
faid unjuſt minnte to be repealed, as being 
only /imple Quakeriſm, but quite oppolite 
to chriſtianity. 


T. e. 


The following wrote ſince the Title was 


printed. 
Nearly Copy of a Letter of 3d Jan. 1782. 


HOMAS CORBYN, I well remem- 
1 ber, on ſecond day next after laſt year- 
ly meeting, on my calling on thee at thy 


| houſe, from a motive of charitably promot- 


ing the ſafety and welfare of the ſociety and 


| poſterity, and promoting a juſt chriſtian 


reformation ! Thou (in return for my la- 
bours of love) told me in a very rude, an- 
gry tone, my letters were all in van, being 
ordered to be burnt without reading, or to 
that effect; which conduct hath often oc- 

caſioned 
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daſioned my recollecting an o adage, 
None ſo blind as they who will not ſee,” 
to which I have heretofore added, None 
* ſo deaf as they who will not hear; none 
* ſo ignorant as they who will not under- 
fand!“ and ſince thou, and ſome others, 
have choſen for guide, the ſpirit of error 
and deluſion, and will not hear or regard 
truth and juſtice ; behold ye have much to 
fear ! as the juſt vengeance of the divine 
author of truth, ſincerity and juſtice, whoſe 
ſincere, faithful ſervant ye have cruelly in- 
{alted, abuſed, traduced, reviled, and rude- 
ly excommunicated, without hearing out hrs 
defence, breaking up the meeting abruptly, 
before the uſual hour, and without the 
uſual concluſion of prayer, and even while 
the author was on his legs, earneſtly plead- 
ing for LIBERTY of CONSCIENCE, to do 
juſtly to the clergy, &c. without cenſure 
or expul/jon, but in vain ! So was it a rude 
unmerciful, unchriſtian conduct, of the re- 
preſentatives of the whole Society in this 
nation ! and ſo doth it appear, ye are, or 
were afraid of, or hating the /ight of truth, 
leſt it ſhould make manifeſt that your deeds 
are wrought in darkneſs, as they certainly 
have been; being very evident to the „n- 
cere and intelligent, or at the leaſt, in a falſe 
enthuſiaſtic light of their own kindling, 

| F which 
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which in reſpect of truth, doth prove dark- 
neſs to the eye of the rational, illuminated 
underſtanding of the true Chriſtian. Ye 
will have your reward. 


A rational Chriſtian, | 


WW atwcrth, 10th | 
—— THOMAS CROWLEY. 


q Jan. 1782. 


ADP DEN DA uce. 


BY the beſt modern hiſtorians, it appears, 
too many Quakers are too much aſ- 
ſimilated, in principle and diſcipline, to 
the ze/arts of France and Flanders; where 
William Penn, long converſed with them, 
2nd ſome of their ways become adopted 
about the year 1706; and ſubſequent, y, 
reſerve, cunning ſecreſy, in deceitful un- 
dermining, pretending to unanimity in un- 
ferviceable peculiarities, not founded on the 
doctrines of the geſpel, or the gpoſtles, but 
being meer human fraditions of elders. 
But what is wor/e, the miſapplication of the 
diſcipline, wiſely laid down by the apoſtle 
Paul, 1ſt Cor. 5th chap. to correct vices, 
immoralities, malice, railing or revilings, and 
cevetouſneſs, &c. which ſee; but now ver 
_ Enhappily, and I think wickedly — 
to 
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to inforce much ſuperſtition, injuſtice, in- 
fincerity, diſſimulation and hypocriſy, in 
pretending conſcience, to do and uphol | 
1njuſtice to the national clergy, in deviating 
from the ſacred records; ſee 23d chap. 
Matthew, 23d ver. 11th chap, Luke, 42d 
ver. 1ſt Cor. 9th chap. 14th ver. and 
many other, very explicit, in the favour of 
paying Titbes honeſtly, and other lawful 
demands---and 'tis clear ſuch miſapplica- 
tion of diſcipline doth exceedingly tend 
to diſcourage, the very acceptable, un- 
leaven'd bread of ſincerity; and too much 
induceth Hypocriſy, which laſt excludey 
frem the kingdom. 


Iden, & 


See Ecclefiaſticus, or Wiſdom of Jeſus, &c. N 


Chap. 35, ver. 9 Dedicate thy Tithes 
« with gladneſt. | | 

Ditto 37, ver. 16, ** Let reaſon go be- 
s fore every enterprize, and good council 
e before every action! 

Ditto 39, ver. 1, He who giveth his 


* mind to the law of the NA’ High ! ani 
* is occupied in meditation thereon, will | 
« ſeek out the wi/dom of the antient. 

F 2 Copy + 
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Copy of a Letter of 1 oth April, 1780, oF 
nearly ſo. 


TT hath been a true ſaying of a celebrated 
Author, When reaſon and truth are 
- againſt a man, the ſame man will be againſt 
reaſon and truth The conduct and pre- 
tended, or real principles of ſome Qyaters, 
evidently confirm the propriety of ſuch 

wiſe obſervation ! EXPERIENCIA DOCET. 
If the grandſon of the very amiable and 
very ſenſible author of an apology for the 
true chriſtian divinity, Anno 1675, would 
be ſincere, honeſt and reſolute enough, to 
ſt:p forth in the glorious and beneficent 
cauſe of promoting fncerity, truth and juſ- 
tice; relative errors crept into the ſociety, 
(ſince his anceſtor's excellent performance } 
eſpecially relative the abſurd, irrational, 
| and wnchriftian minute af 1706, taking it 
in its excluſive conſequences, as ſince m/- 
| conflrued, in reſpect of unfaithfulneſs ; and 
| ſo far as to aid in procuring a juſt, rational, 
| chriſtian /iberty * conſcience, to ſuch who 
having been born and educated in the ſoci- 
| ety, and having been diligent readers, and 
conſcientious obſervers of the holy ſeriptures, 
do ſincerely think it their duty to m— 

| TB wit 
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with the lawsof the ſupreme —— in re- 
; ul 


ſpect of lawful aſſeſſments, lawtully demand- 
ed; and I am of the judgment, if thou ſhould 
happily reſolve to procure the aid and co- 
operation of = = = = = - ſuitable friends, 
to awe the vociferous falſe zealots into ſi- 
lence, for the ſake of truth and fincerity, 
the meeting for ſufferings (whoſe proper pro- 
vince it is to take cognizance, and recommend 
to the yearly meeting) might without much 
difficulty, draw up a Fitable memorial, 
(taking my caſe or others for ground- Work) 
which might be attended with a happy and 
beneficent conſequence, by promoting truth 
and ſincerity, and diſcouraging diſſimula- 
tion and hypocriſy! into which the nature 
of your teſt and diſcipline, do inevitably 
involve great numbers, who ſigh for relzef, 
but timorous and afraid to fpeak their real 
ſentiments ; but remember! without true 
faith in, and obedience to, the /aws of God, 
and the goſpel of our ſaviour and his apoſ- 
tles, 'tis impoſhble to pleaſe God, however 
ye may amule one another ! men may pro- 
fefs, and pleaſe and amuſe, with external 
forms of religion; but if not well founded 
in the divine laws and Aincerity, twill not 
avail in his ſight, who is omniſcient, and 
to whom the ſecrets of all hearts are known ! 
Ye may miſlead and deceive one another, 
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but cannot deceive the author of our beings 
and judge of the whole earth | who is too 
wiſe and juft to behold inſincerity in re- 
ligion, with approbation. Wherefore I 
have long, in ſincerity, thought it my duty 
to uſe rational means to emancipate the 
youth of the ſociety, in particular, from 
their preſent unrighteous yoke, in reſpect of 
the zeſt or minute of 1706, and diſcipline 
annexed: | have no objection to this being 
read in the meeting for ſufferings, if thy 
courage do not fail. Being, in fincerity, a 
| well-wiſher to all in the beſt things. 


| A rational Chriſtian, 
Wealweorth, | | : 
1070 Fan, 1732. THomas CROWLEY. 


Copied with ſome Additions. 


| A candid Diſſertation on the important Pro 
| poſition of an Act of Parliament for the 
Commutation of Tithes for Lands, &c. 


II may be very neceſſary to conſider, that 
the means of ſubſiſtence to the Clergy 
and families, ſhould not be rendered pre- 
carious, as might happen to ſuch who, 
never having been uſed to farming, might 
not have a genius or inclination that 21 
an 


EC 
and, in caſes of that nature, ſervants might 
impoſe on the ignorant, and the eſtate 
might become ill managed, impoveriſhed, 
or not being left in ſuitable condition for 
immediate ſupport to the preſent or next 
fucceedirig incumbent. To guard againſt 
which danger, and alſo againft the differen- 
ces, law- ſuits, and ill- will, too frequently 
experienced through the tithe of large, 
lately engroſſed, farms, being too ſeverely 
grudged by the hrge farmers, it may be- 
come the wiſdom of Parliament, and of the 
Clergy, to co-operate in aboliſhing Tithes, 
at a time to be fixed, and in lieu thereof, in 
the fame Act of Parliament, to appoint 
commiſfioners to juſtly ſtate the clear, real 
income of tithes in each pariſh; atid, in 
lieu thereof, to impower the veſtry in every 
pariſh to raife the ſame ſum annually, as a 
ſtipend, or annuity, for maintenance of the 
miniſter of each ſuch pariſhes, feparately, 
by an honeſt, equal aſſeſſment, in juſt pro- 
portion; by way of pound-rate on the real 
or juſtly computed rents of every itthabitant, 
in each pariſh ſeparately, who pay fcof and 
lot; to be paid by the occupier of every 
houſe or eſtate in each parith ſeparately, 
and his landlord in reſpect of lands. 

Some inſtances of this nature were adopt- 
ed in ſome of the burnt- down pariſhes, in 
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the great conflagration in London, anno 
1666, when the churches, &c. were re- 
built: In one of which pariſhes the author 
of theie lines hath a freehold eſtate of more 
than two hundred a year ; the tenants where- 
of, in common with the reſt, have, for a 
ſeries of years, paid no more than five- 
pence in the pound-ſterling on the rents, 


towards the ſum of two hundred pounds for 


the proprietors and curate of the living, as 
annual ſtipend, for maintenance and fatisfac- 
tion of the proprietors. All ſchemes may 
be liable to ſome difficulties ; but this. 
mode I do conceive to be leaſt liable to ex- 
ception, and moſt conducive to the mutual 
peace and advantage of both Miniſter and 
inhabitant. As to abſent proprietors, (in 
caſe of alienation) the mode is not material 
to them, ſo they are ſecure in their annuity, 
in lieu of Tithes. And this now ſuggeſted. 
method will not bear near ſo hard on large 
farms, as Tithes, by experience of late 
years, have been very unhappily found to 
do; and withal will abundantly leſs tend 
to diſcourage cultivation and improvements. 


| "of farms, and other landed eſtates, than 


| Tithes. 
Walworth, | 
18:4 May, 1781. AmoR PATRIZ@.. 
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ty, to pay a juſt proportion towards mainten- 
ance of the miniſter. 


P. S. But as this Plan, if adopted, will 
probably, very conſiderably raiſe the value 
of lande, and landed eftates, twill be but 
reaſonable that the landlords ſhould be 
taxed, at leaſt five per cent. on the rents, 
to be paid by the tenant, and deducted from 
the rent. 52 


Copy of 4 Letter to the Chairman of a 
Meeting of the Clergy at the Feathers in 
the Strand.-=-4th May, 1772. 


T this very critical ſeaſon, when the 
'* reformation of the Church, or the 
practiſes and ſyſtem of Faith, thereunto 
appertaining, is under ſa very reſpectable 
conſideration, (a bill being . then propofed 
to parliament, reſpecting the thirty-nine 
arficles) it may be well for any one ſuitably 
qualified, to propoſe any uſeful remarks, 
reſpecting the moſt remarkable abſurdities, 
which having, unhappily, obtained in for- 
mer ages of papiſtical darkneſs and ſuperſti- 
tion, were as unhappily retained by the re- 
formed pnoteſtant eſtabliſned church, whoſe 

| _ vataries, 
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votaries, although commendable in emerg- 
ing from many very ſuperſtitious articles of 
the church of Rome, have nevertheleſs con- 
curred to adopt, and hand down to poſterity, 
ſome tenets, not reconcileable to the holy 
ſeriptures, to right reaſon, or to good com- 
mon- ſenſe; and as ſuch may be conſidered 
diſgraceful to the profeſſors of the Chri/tian 
religion, of which they are not really any 
8 as not having been enjoined, or in- 
orced, or recommended by any precept of 


Chrift, or his apoſtles. I do not, in this 
letter, propoſe to enter into all the particu- 
lars of the 7hirty-nine articles, many of 
which are very well, and ſome others leſs 
ſo; but for the preſent I ſhall confine my 
remarks to four heads, the 8 
whereof, I think can ſcarcely have eſcaped 
the filent remarks, of conſiderate members 
of the eſtabliſhed church. | 
The firſt is, the Athanaſian Creed, un- 
intelligible, and irrational, not capable of 
demonſtration, by any principles of truth, 
or by the holy ſcriptures : and therefore the 
creed appears, as it were requiring falſe 
pretences, or untruths, from its profefors, 
who cannot underſtand it, and cannot, with 
truth and fincerity, be properly faid to be- 
lieve, what they are incapable of under- 
ſtanding ; or of reconciling to the divine 
. principle 


1 
priuriple of right reaſon, illuminated by the 
grace of God, or to the ſcriptures of truth ; 
ſo may it be faid, putting untruths into 
the mouths of thoſe, who are catechiſed 
therefrom. 

The ſecond head is, Sprint/ing of In- 
fants, very ungrammatically, and i nproper- 
ly called Baptiſin, for which adminiitration 
to infants of a few days, there cannot be 
found, either precept or practice, in all the 
holy ſcriptures ; nor cannot be rationally, or 
conſiſtent with common ſenſe, ſuppoſed to 
convey, or infuſe any intellectual impro- 
vement to nfants, newly born and helpleſs. 
Abundance more materials, for ſupporting 
adult Baptiſin, or plunging into, or dip- 
ping in, or waſhing with, pure water, is 
found in the Holy ſeriptures, as in the river 
Jordan, &c. but I do not remember it any 
where in holy ww7:t, enjoined otherwiſe than 
conſequent to preceding faith and behef, 
which is not applicable to 7fants of a few 
days; and whatever advantage may ariſe 
from real water Baptiſin, or plunging into 
water, as did the diſciples of Chriſt, in the 
river Jordan, &c. I will not heſitate to 
ſuppoſe, that conſiſtent, with ſcripture re- 
cords, if Chriſtians, finding it neceſſary, 
and having faith therein, do, of their own | 
rational faith and motion, baptize them- | 

ſelves, 
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ſelves, it may be of as much ſervice as if 
done by, or under the direction of, any 
parſon in the prieſtly office, and much more 
by an adult or youth, of ſuitable intellectual 
advancement, doing it for himſelf, when 
neceſſary, and in faith, than by the moſt 
eminent officiate, to a new- born infant, at 
ſuch time, in a ſtate incapable of intellec- 
tual improvement, 

The third head, I meant to touch on, 
is the preſumptuous and impracticable pro- 
miſes required to be made by thoſe who 
are commonly called godfathers and god- 


| mothers, and which names might be very 


proper if the performance of ſuch high 
obligations were to them poſſible and effect- 
ed; but it may be fairly preſumed ſuch 
performance cannot be effected for others, 
eſpecially by human nature; and therefore 
are ſuch promiſes wholly unfit to be made 
a practice of, in the promiſcuous manner 
they uſually are, it being the proper at- 
tribute of God alone, by his holy ſpirit, to 
| convey ſuch ineſtimable graces, bleflings, 
and godlike virtues, to the human ſpecies, 
as are in a common rote way, abſurdly 
promiſed by poor, incapable, finite, and 
finful fellow mortals, to poor innocent 
babes, who are, without ſuch ineffectual 

fecurity, under the protection of an omniſ- 
3 | | cient, 
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cient, over-ruling, bountiful Providence 
and may be fafely truſted there, until of 
age and capacity to receive, and underſtand 
the neceſlary tuition, as inſtrumental under 
the ſame divine Providence, to improve and 
exalt their intellectual powers; and then, 
as far as ſuch tuition, &c. is found to be 
practicable, it is the proper province of the 
parents of the child, as far as they are 
capable, to uſe religious and rational means 
of inſtilling into their little minds, the 
principles of religion and virtue, and which 
is all either parents, or other ſponſors, can 
with ſaſety engage for. . 
The fourth head, which I call an abſur- 
dity, is part of the matrimonial ceremony, 
* With my Body F thee worſbip; which 
term, however it may have been uſed in 
former. ages, is now, as I conceive, con- 
ſtantly underſtood to deſcribe the reverential 
effort of the mental faculties, or that 
adoration, which ariſeth in the grateful 
foul, to the Divine Author of his being and 
bliſs, and by no means proper to be applied 
to a mere woman as an object, as every ab- 
ſurd deviation from ſcripture precepts, and. 
from divinely illuminated, found reaſon, 
hath a tendency to invalidate the /j/tem, of 
which ſuch deviating tenets are a part. 
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There may be many other uſeful remarks 
made, reſpecting other parts of the eſtabliſh- 
ed /y/tem ; but theſe being what muſt be 
obvious to every rational reader, I could not 
well forbear ſubmitting them, openly, to 
the animadverſion of thoſe, whoſe pro- 
per concern it may be tg. promote a refor-. 
nation: and I will even preſume to wiſh, 
that the head of the church, would graciouſly 
deign to ſtir up the dignified clergy, to ſo 
neceſſary and good a work. | 


Grocechurch-Street, | 
4 May, 1772. THOMAS CROWLEY, 


True copy inſerted a few days after in the Public Ledger. 


P. S. Jan. 10, 1782. a 
Another inconſiſtency, ſince occurs to 


my remembrance, viz. In another part of 
the matrimonial ſervice, the man or in- 
tended huſband, is required to ſay, With 
all my worldly goods I thee endow ; which 
I conceive is not ſtrictly true, as the huſ- 
band ſeldom lets his wife have ſo much as 
half; and the laws of our country requires 
only one-third to the wife or widow 's por- 
tion where they have chi/dren or a child, and 
only half when they have no child; ſo doth 
it appear abſurd and untrue, and ſhould be 


either omitted, or new modified. 
Idem, T. C. 
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1 | 
Mental Ejaculations addreſſed tothe Supreme. 


HAT though no objects ſtrike upon the ſight, 
W Thy ſacred Preſence is an inward light; 
What tho” no ſound ſhouid penetrate the ear, 
To liſtening thought the voice of truth is clear ; 
Sincere devotion needs no other ſhrine, 
The center of an humble foul is thine. 
There may I worſhip, and there may'ſt thou place, 
Thy ſeat of mercy, and thy throne of grace; 
Yea fix if Chriſt my Advocate appear, 
The juſt tribunial of thy juſtice there; 
May each vam thought, may each impure deſire, 
Meet in thy wrath with a conſuming fire ; 
Whiiſt the kind rigours of a rightecus doom, 
All worldly joys and ſelfiſh pride conſume ; 
Thou too cauſt raiſe, though puniſhing tor fin, 
Ihe joys! of peaceful penitence within; 
Thy juſtice and thy mercy both are ſweet, 
Thou makes't dur ſuffrings and Salvation meet: 
Befall me, theretore, whatſoe'er thou wills, 
I ſee thy aim through all theſe tranſient ills ; 
*Tis to infuſe a ſalutary grief! 
To fit the mind for abſolute relief: 
T ill purged from ev'ry talſe and finite love: 
Dead to the World, alive to Things above, 
The ſoul renewed as in her firſt form'd youth, 
Shall Worſhip thee in Spirit and in Truth. 


1734 T. C. 


Expoſtulation with an Atheiſtical Infidel. 


TP HROUGH times vaſt length, from all eternity, 
It mult be granted, ſome firſt cauſe mult be ; 
For how could giddy chance from atoms hurl'd, 


Amidit the expanſe, produce this beauteous world ? Tell 
e 


l 
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Tell me, Oman! whoe'er thou art, who durſt 
Diſpute a godhead, or his power diſtruſt, 
Who made the ſtars, the ſun, the moon, the earth? 
Who gave them laws, or gave their motions birth? 
What power, but infinite, could theſe erect, 
Or made to move, their conſtant courſe direct? 
Who made the earth preduQtive of each grain, 
And ſeeds implanted, vegetate again? 
Who made each animal, and them endow'd, 
With powers beſt ſuited, or as beſt beſtow'd ? 
Who made man's body, and who made his mind, 
A thinking ſubſtance, to due bounds confin'd ? 
Preſumptuous tool! who dares a God deny, 
Can'ſt thou the movements of the ſoul deſcry ? 
Tell how the body and the ſoul unite, 
Or how the eye the body doth enlight ? 
Ot mind and body, fee the wondrous frame, 
Could chance, or matter, e'er produce the ſame ? 
No, no, *tis madneſs, and impertingnce, 
To think that matter, or to ſay thar chance 
Could e'er produce, or form ſo glorious plan, | » 
As ſeen in nature, and as ſeen in man; 
Awazed itand ! then ſhrink into the duſt, 
Abhor * and ſay the reaſon's juſt, 
That God, who was before the world began, 
Should govern all, and made both 1: and man. 


Hes 4 


4th Auguſt, 1742. 3 8 "2 * 


An ACROSTIC PRAYER. 


H:raxen O Lord! and hear me humbly prar, 

I n fear and fervour, that thou may'it diſplay 

M ercy with grace, to o'erſpread the humble mind, N 
W ith faith unmixt, that my requeſt may find. 7 
In thy compaſſion, full, a needful ſhare, 'Y 
L eſt I, in vain, ſhould offer this my prayer. \ 
T hou great Jehove ! the fountain of all bliſs, 

T each me, good Lord | whete I have done amiſs; 
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y 


11 


H umble my heart, leaſt I ſhould ſoar above, 

O ffers and tenders of thy peaceful love. 

U nite my heart, yet more and more to thee 
P reſerve my mind in pure tranquillity, | 

R each forth thy wiſdom, and impart thy grace, 
E ach hallow'd virtue of the Chriſtian race, 

S end me, thy truth, ſtri& juſtice, and pure love, 
E namour me with ſolace from above ; 

R eſtore loſt friendſhip, and reſtore my friend, 

V ex'd or diſturb'd, as ſuſter d for ſome end, 8 
E ach cauſe prevent, that would diviſion ſend, 

I n unity preſerve, by grace uphold, 

N ot too abject, nor yet too raihly bold: 

Prepare my heart to frequent charity, 

E ſpouſed thus the cauſe of poor may be: 

R eplete my mind with fervent hope and joy, 

F ree me from pride, and let no luſt annoy : , 

E ach error of the mind eradicate, 

C leanſe thou my heart from fin, and recreate ; 
T hy holy name, my conſtant theme ſhall be, 

P rovided always, in ſoul ſincerity. 

Engage my heart, thy holy name to praiſe, 

A nd thro? thy race, true adoration raiſe. 

C ontent me with the competency ſeat, 

E nlarge my heart, if riches ſhould be lent, 

W ith generous views, and true benevolence, 

H e:ewith join alſo free beneficence. 

O n thee, my God, my ſafety I'll repoſe, - 

S end me my health, with peace, if I may chooſe ; 
E ndue my mind with fortitude, and free 

M y heart, from folly or inconſtancy: — _ 
I ncreaſe my knowledge, and enlarge my might ; 
N ever forſake, or me leave day or night; 
D iffuſe thy holy ſpirit more and more, 

I nto my ſoul, that I may thee adore, 

S ecret and ferventlet my prayers be, 

S eeking the ſource of true telicity. 

T ry me, and prove me, if it he thy will, 
A bſtract ill paſſions, and preſerve me. ſtill ; 
Y et let me live unenvied and beloy d, 
D eal me true friends, until I be remoy'd 

O n wings of joy, to paradiſe above. 

N *er more to grieve, but ever more with love, 


1 
T o ſing and praiſe, and celebrate thy name; 
H eavens bleſt chorus join.ng in the ſame; 


E ach ſoul on earth, I wiſi this happy ſong, 
E recting praiſe amidſt the bleſſed throng. 


Compoſed by T. CROWLEY, about the year 1744 


A Triple Plea: or, the Song of an old 


—{ 


T AW, Phyſick, and Divinity, 

| Were at a jar, could not agree; 

To prove which of all three 

Should have the ſuperiority. 

Law pleads, it preſerves mens lands, 

And their goods from ravenous hands ; 

Therefcre of right challengeth he 

To have the ſuperiority. 

Phyſick preſcribes receipts for health, 

Which men prefer before their wealth ; 

Therefore of right challengeth he 

To have the ſuperiority, 

Then ſteps up the Prieſt demure, 

That of mens ſouls takes care and cure; 

Therefore of right challengeth he 

To have the ſuperiority. | 

Let Judge s judge this Triple Plea, 

Then Lawyers ſhall bear all the ſway; 

Let Emperickes their verdict give, 

Phyſicians moſt of all ſhould thrive. 

Let Biſhops be judge in this caſe, 

Then Prieſts ſhall have the higheſt place; 

Let honeſt, ſober, wiſe men, judge, 

Then all theſe three away may trudge. 

For let men live in peace and love, 

The Lawyers tricks they need not prove 

Let men forbear exceſs and riot, 

They necd not live by phyſick diet, 

Let men attend what God doth teach, 

They need not care what Prieſt doth preach ; 

But if men, fools and knaves will be, 

'They ſhall be aſs-ridden by all three, 
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